Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCASs

President: Very Rev. Philip Thomas General Secretary: Mr. Nam Boo Won

3 July 2026

To: National Movements, Related Persons, Executive Committee, Staff

Re: Earthquake in Venezuela

Dear colleagues and friends,

On June 24, 2026, twin earthquakes of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 struck coastal and
central-northern Venezuela just seconds apart, unleashing one of the country’s worst disasters
in decades. Entire neighborhoods in La Guaira, Caracas and surrounding communities have
been reduced to rubble, with homes, schools, churches and community centers destroyed or
severely damaged.

The Scale of Destruction

The scale of the devastation is heartbreaking. Entire neighborhoods have been reduced to
rubble, and critical infrastructure—including roads, hospitals, and power grids—has been
severely compromised. The tremors have not only destroyed homes and livelihoods but have
shattered the daily lives of our most vulnerable populations, leaving communities cut off
from essential services and communication.

e Loss of Life & Injuries: More than 2,200 people have tragically lost their lives, and
over 11,000 are injured. With tens of thousands still missing, rescue workers are
fighting against time.

o Infrastructure Collapse: Over 1,000 buildings, including critical emergency
hospitals, have been severely damaged or entirely reduced to rubble.

o Displacement: More than 44,000 people have been left completely homeless or
displaced due to uninhabitable structures. Fear of the 600+ ongoing aftershocks has
forced thousands more to sleep in streets and open parks.

e Basic Services Crippled: The national water system has failed across seven states,
cutting off access to clean drinking water, while widespread power and
telecommunication blackouts isolate hardest-hit communities.

Critical Needs Right Now

In the critical days following a disaster of this magnitude, the need for immediate relief is a
matter of life and death. Survivors are currently facing severe shortages of basic necessities.
The most urgent needs on the ground right now include:
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o Safe Shelter and Clean Water: With homes destroyed and water treatment facilities
damaged, families are desperately in need of temporary shelter and access to safe,
clean drinking water to prevent the outbreak of waterborne diseases.

e Medical Care and First Aid: Hospitals are overwhelmed, and there is a critical need
for emergency medical supplies, trauma care, and first aid for the injured.

e Food and Hygiene Supplies: Displaced families require immediate access to
nutritious food and essential hygiene Kkits.

o Psychosocial Support: The emotional toll of the earthquake is immense. Children
and families are highly traumatized and urgently need mental health and psychosocial
support to help them cope and begin to heal.

How Venezuela YMCA is responding

YMCAs in Venezuela are mobilizing an immediate response to address the most urgent
needs, as well as in the medium and long term, in order to accompany their communities.
The Caracas and Valencia campuses coordinate actions to reach the most affected
communities. A local needs survey is currently being carried out in the affected communities,
in order to identify and prioritize those that are most pressing.

Their priorities are:

o Help with the removal of debris and care for victims.

o Enable safe spaces and temporary shelters for people who require support.

e Operate collection centers with food, water, clothing, medicines, and hygiene items.

o Equip rescuers in the field with masks, gloves and personal hygiene materials.

o Enable "YMCA Safe Meeting Zones" to provide psychosocial support, physical
rehabilitation treatments, as well as nutritional assistance for the community.

How your YMCA can respond

The YMCA has always been about community, but today, this community desperately needs
you. We are appealing for your swift and compassionate action to mobilize your networks
and resources to support the Venezuela YMCA’s humanitarian relief initiative. Our
movement has always stood strong in the face of adversity, guided by our shared mission of
service and justice. Now, more than ever, Venezuela needs our solidarity and assistance.

Please reach out to them through your generous financial support. Your contributions, no
matter how small, will make a significant difference in the lives of the victims. Let us come
together to show the strength and unity of the YMCA in times of need and offer hope to those
affected by this earthquake.

Please access their appeal page < Donate to the Venezuela Earthquake | YMCALAC> to
make your donations or you can send your donations directly to their bank account.
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Bank Transfer Information:

Holder: Latin American and Caribbean Alliance of ACJ AC
Address: Av. Ejército Nacional 253 ler Piso
City: Mexico City

Postal Code: 11320

Country: Mexico

Phone: +52 (55) 998 — 2062265

Account No.: 0101079859

CLABE: 012180001010798594

Bank: BBVA Bancomer, S.A.

SWIFT: BCMRMXMMPYM

Currency: USD (US Dollars)

Branch: Av. Cuitlahuac 3331

City: Mexico City

Postal Code: 02840

Country: Mexico

Phone: +52 (55) 5342 — 4059

Please contact LACA (contacto@ymcalac.org) or APAY (apaycbs@gmail.com)
if you need more information or have any queries.

Thank you in advance for your kind and prompt support.

e

Nam Boo Won
General Secretary
Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs
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